DAILY TIDINGS

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2024 DAY 5

Daily Theme: That they might come to understanding...
D&C Section 1:5

5d. and after having received the record of the Nephites, yea, even my servant Joseph Smith, Jr., might
have power to translate, through the mercy of God, by the power of God, the Book of Mormon;

5e. and also those to whom these commandments were given might have power to lay the foundation
of this church, and to bring it forth out of obscurity, and out of darkness, the only true and living church
upon the face of the whole earth, with which | the Lord am well pleased, speaking unto the church
collectively and not individually;

5f. for | the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance; nevertheless, he that repents
and does the commandments of the Lord shall be forgiven;

5g. and he that repents not, from him shall be taken even the light which he has received, for my Spirit
shall not always strive with man, saith the Lord of Hosts.
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SANCTUARY: A consecrated place. Please
A maintain a sense of quiet and
reverence when in the sanctuary.
Also, NO food or drink in the
sanctuary, except for bottled water
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MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD: You must register
* and be credentialed in
~ order to have voice and
. vote in the Elder’s
sessions. The first
Elder’s Quorum session
is Monday, April 8, 2024
at 11:00 a.m. Please
check the schedule in
. = the conference
notebooks as well as at the Registration desk for
times and locations for all meetings. Pick up
your name badge and conference notebook at
the registration table. A $15.00 donation is
helpful to cover the cost of the notebooks.

ELECTRONIC “GADGETS”:

Please set your phones on silent or
off when in the building. Take and
make calls outside the building.

SEATING:

Please fill in the seats
in the main section
BEFORE filling in the
S seating on the sides
of the sanctuary.

TESTIMONIES FOR TIDINGS OF ZION:

// Write your testimonies for the Tidings
* of Zion magazine and send them to:
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com

FREE Daily Devotional

me (from May 15— ' DA L

Aug. 31°) on Display

Thursday, April 11, 2024

RESTROOMS: The men’s restroom is located on
the east side hallway going
toward the Luff Auditorium
and the women’s restroom is
located on the west side of
the hallway, also going
toward the Luff Auditorium. There is also a
men’s and women’s room toward the main
hallway going toward the glass breezeway.

ELEVATOR: The elevator is
located on the west side
from the foyer as you head
toward the Luff
Auditorium. Feel free to
ask Janet who will be at the
registration table for directions.

SCHEDULES AND BUILDING

FLOOR PLAN:

These items will be posted at

the registration table in the
¥ foyer. The schedule is also in

Section 1 of your notebook and the floor plan is

on the back outside cover of the notebook.

TODAY’S LUNCH will be at Living \
Hope RB located at 2425 7% S. 7
Crysler Ave., Independence. ,m
(Only 1.2 miles from the Stone ((&fis =0
Church)

Today’s yummy is...Spaghetti with garlic bread
and salad. Gluten free options will be available.
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FIRST AID, & AED Defibrillator:
Check at the Registration Desk in
the foyer if you have first aid
needs. We will not have a nurse
“on duty” but some may be
available. The portable AED
AED Defibrillator will be there as
well. Point of contact for these
items are with Janet Dickson at
the registration table. You can
call or text at (940) 783-7987.

FREE 1-year subscriptions of
Restoration Voice magazine are
available. Give Dee or Paul Ludy
your name, address & phone
number to get on the list.

BUILDING OPEN & CLOSURE TIMES: The building

S yee

will be open at 8:00 a.m. and
will be closing approximately
at 9:00 p.m. following the
evening service. Please
) complete all your business by
that time, so conference staff can close up and get
home shortly thereafter.

. Just a thought... What did the
) people of Israel think when
,,3‘@ Joshua told them the walls of
Jericho would come tumbling
down when they walked around
them? Answer: They thought he was Joshing.

HELLO

my name is

NAME BADGES: When it is
necessary for you to leave
the conference and not
return, please leave your
plastic name badge at the registration table.

|

Thursday, April 11, 2024

Pearl E. Gate

DISPLAYS: Various displays are set up A

in the foyer. Please take time to visit

them to see what is going on in and

around the Center Place. Displays

will be removed by tomorrow, April '/——\‘

12, 2024, by 6:00 p.m.

ARM: African Restoration Ministries

Children’s Books by: Beryle Immer

Education Council

FSM: Freedom Stewardship Ministries

GEM

Joseph Smith Il & Israel A. Smith Home
Historical Society

Kingdom Kids by: Becky Stayton

Old Bookman: Paul & Dee Ludy

Publications Council

Restoration Hymn Society, Inc.

S R

R

WATER BOTTLE FOUNTAIN: There is a water
fountain that also fills water bottles
on the west side in the foyer and a
traditional water fountain on the east
side of the foyer. Feel free to bring
your own water bottles for refilling.

Stop by the Kingdom Kid
display in the foyer. Becky
Stayton has a new little
| booklet of testimonies of
children. These books are to
encourage all to have faith as
a child. A S3 donation per
book is appreciated. Also, she
has materials for children,
parents, grandparents,
Sunday school, teachers, and home ministry.
Please fill out an information card to receive
additional resources.

Compiled by Becky Stayton
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Learn More Scripture This Year with This #1 Proven Method
By: Catherine Segars (Croswalk.com Contributing Writer)

People always assume | have an
incredible memory because | can
guote many Bible verses and whole
passages of Scripture verbatim.

They’re wrong.

My long-term memory is pretty
ordinary, and my short-term memory
is as bad as it gets. | lose my phone at

least 10 times a day. (I have no idea
where it is right now.)

So how have | committed so much Scripture to memory?

I've learned some techniques that | use regularly to aid my memory and create lasting retention when it
comes to Scripture, and | bring my kids along for the ride. We’ve memorized many passages together. |
discuss these techniques thoroughly in Episode 84 of CHRISTIAN PARENT/CRAZY WORLD - How To Learn
More Scripture in 2024 Than You Ever Have Before. | will cover a few highlights in this article.

You can’t overestimate the power of song.

I’'m a Gen Xer, and like many of my era, | can tell you a little “story ‘bout a man named Jed, a poor
mountaineer—barely kept his family fed. And then one day he was shootin’ up some food and up through
the ground came a bubblin’ crude. Oil that is. Black gold. Texas tea.”

That is the first verse of the theme song to The Beverly Hillbillies, for those born after 1975. | could go
on. | remember the whole thing. | can also quote every word to the theme song from The Brady Bunch
(and more 80s tunes than | can count). | haven’t seen an episode of those golden oldies in nearly 40
years, but | can still sing the songs.

When you put memorable words to a catchy tune, they stick. Sometimes forever.
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Learn More Scripture This Year with This #1 Proven Method, Cont’d.

| once heard a fellow educator talk about how his grandmother lost her verbal skills after being
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. It started with dropping a single word here and there. Then it
progressed to phrases and full sentences, making communication a painful chore. But... the gift of song
remained until the end. His grandmother would pipe up whenever someone played an old hymn. She
could sing every word. It was the very last skill to go.

If that’s not a testament to the power of a great song, | don’t know what is.
Using song will make information stick.

A decade ago, we began educating our kids with a classical, Christian curriculum that utilizes song to
memorize anything and everything. Elements on the periodic chart. Newton’s laws of motion. Times
tables, mathematical laws, U.S. states and capitals and presidents, English definitions, history facts, Latin
declensions and conjugations, the preamble to the Constitution (thank you School House Rock), a
timeline starting at Creation and spanning to modern day containing over 170 significant events. (It
takes over 12 minutes to sing that song.)

You name it, we can stick it to a melody and memorize it.
And, of course, we memorize Scripture.

Each of my kids has learned John 1:1-7 in English and in Latin by the age of 12, as well as many other
passages of Scripture. And while my kids are bright, they aren’t prodigies. They are ordinary, everyday
kids who can remember information when you put it to a catchy tune (even in a foreign language), just
like I can tell you a little “story ‘bout a man named Jed...”

Only my kids can tell you something far more important. They can tell you that “In the beginning was
the word and the word was with God. And the word was God. This was with God in the beginning.”
(John 1:1)
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There are artists devoted to creating songs from straight Scripture.

Many of our worship choruses are inspired by Scripture, but putting word-for-word Bible passages to
melody is a different discipline. Artists who do this must work within the confines of a given text. This
presents some unique challenges, like how to maintain interest and satisfy aesthetic concerns while not
altering the words.

I’'ve been putting Scripture to melody for many years. My songs include the following passages:

John 3:16-21 — “For God so loved the world...” (Most people know verse 16 and even 17, but not
many people know 18-21, which contain vital theological truths.)

Hebrews 4:12-13 — “The Word of God is living and active...”

Galatians 2:20 — “I am crucified with Christ, and | no longer live...”

Psalm 62:5-8 — “l wait quietly before God, for my hope is in Him...”

Isaiah 54:13,15,17 — “No weapon formed against you shall prosper...”

Romans 4:17 — “He is the God who brings life from the dead...”

Related Resource: Get Your Free Scripture Song Bundle!

And several more. You can receive these Scripture songs as a free resource by subscribing at my website.
My Scripture Song Bundle contains all my songs, pro tips for memorizing, and links to artists and other
resources that aid memory.

But some passages are a bit too tall an order for me, a crazy-busy homeschooling/podcasting mom with
five kiddos. So, | outsource. Over the years, I've found some incredible singer/songwriters who are
committed to creating songs from straight Scripture. Artists like:

e The Corner Room

e Seeds Family Worship

e King Things

e Esther Mui

e Benjamin NG

e The Bigsby Show (for the books of the Bible and the 12 Disciples)
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My favorite Scripture song artist

But recently, | was looking for a song to aid in memorizing Psalm 8, and none of my usual sources sufficed.
That’s when | stumbled across a hidden gem—Zac Fitzsimmons. Zac joined me in episode 84 of CP/CW
to discuss the art of capturing straight Scripture in melodic form, and he shares some of his incredible
songs with my listeners live.

Motivated by a summer sermon series on the Psalms from his pastor, Zac began using his considerable
talent to create songs of every passage being taught. He is devoted to helping Believers absorb the deep,
powerful poetry of the Psalms like thin layers of filo soak up the rich honey syrup of a delicate Greek
pastry. To date, Zac has committed about 25 of the Psalms (full chapters) to song, and he continues to
create more. The result is sweet and deeply satisfying to the soul.

“There’s nothing that compares to the power of Scripture... Even the greatest song | ever write—it pales
in comparison to singing Scripture,” said Zac about focusing on the Bible as his sole source of lyrical
inspiration. When it comes to creating word-for-word songs from the Bible, this remarkable artist adds,
“I think I’'ve found a place here.”

| couldn’t agree more. The best word | can use to describe Zac’s musicis anointed. He shares both Psalm
1 and Psalm 8 live in my episode on memorizing Scripture, with yours truly singing harmony in the latter.
And you can download a free version of both by subscribing on my website.

You can find all of Zac’s music on YouTube and his website.
How to commit Scripture to memory through song:

To memorize a passage of Scripture in song, start small. Take the first section and sing it over and over,
at least a dozen times. For example, with Psalm 8 —start with the first phrase, “Oh Lord, our Lord, how
majestic is your name in all the earth...” and stop.

Don’t bite off more than that. Sing it twelve times in the morning and revisit it in the afternoon or
evening that first day. This only takes a few minutes.
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On day two, that section will still be wobbly, like Jell-o that is not fully set. Keep singing that section
every day until it solidifies (when you can recall the words without a prompt). This only takes a few
concentrated minutes each day, and then review later in the day while you commute from work or cook
dinner.

When the first section is firm, add the next phrase, “You have set your glory above the heavens, (above
the heavens)” and stop. Work the new section with the old until it is solid. Then add the next small
section. Progress through the entire passage until you can sing the whole thing.

Piece by piece you will memorize an entire verse, passage, or chapter of Scripture—and you will be
shocked by how well the verses stick in your memory.

My kids and | memorized all of Psalm 91 one summer using this incremental approach through song, and
it was so easy. It just took a little discipline. We would sing a new section for a few minutes each day
and then review everything in the car. We sang this chapter of Psalms while making lunch, folding
clothes, going on hikes, coloring, or playing with playdough.

Memorizing Scripture through song is the perfect addition to any mindless chore or activity.
Other ways to reinforce Scripture:

In addition to singing through a passage, we often use sign language to reinforce the words. Just as a
melody register in a different part of the brain than pure recitation, using a motion goes to a different
part of the brain as well. | look up motions on Hands Speak, Signs Savvy, or the ASL Dictionary, which
have directories that link to videos showing how to sign a given word.

But don’t try to sign every word. Only select certain words to reinforce with a sign. For example, with
Psalm 8:1, you could use the sign language symbol for “Lord” followed by the symbol for “awesome” as
a substitute for “majestic,” which doesn’t have a word-for-word translation. Then you could use the
symbols for “name” and “earth.” Don’t overdo it.

You can make up a motion to reinforce certain words instead, but adding sign language provides another
bonus for you and your kids.
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How the memory works:

Years ago, | heard Dr. Caroline Leaf compare the memory to a tree. People who retain a lot of long-term
memories (knowledge) have thick, healthy branches on their tree. People who have poor long-term
memory, have thin, weak branches.

Repetition over time is the key to building healthy memory branches, but it takes a lot of repetition to
make a long-term memory. Using song and sign language to retain Scripture creates thick, healthy
branches in a fraction of the time (and effort) that mere repetition requires.

Eventually, you can drop the aids of sign language and song when quoting a passage, but your brain will
retain these aids even when you don’t use them.

Remember this spiritual principle:

God’s truth comes to us in seed form. There is no better seed to plant in our hearts (and our kid’s hearts)
than God’s word. That seed will grow to reap a harvest of maturity, understanding, and wisdom. After
all, the Apostle Paul told us that:

“The word of God is living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. It penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joint and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. (Hebrews
4:12)

By the way, | can quote that verse because | memorized it using a Scripture song.
Take the challenge!

| am officially issuing a challenge to my readers and listeners in the new year. Try to learn one new verse
a week using a Scripture song. (I will be checking in with my subscribers throughout the year to provide
encouragement and tips.) You could probably learn more than that but commit to learning a single verse
each week.

And at the end of the year, you will have learned 52 new Bible verses!
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If you struggle with memorizing this way and it takes you twice as long, you will still learn 26 new verses
this year. And even if you only learn one verse a month, at year-end you will have committed 12 verses
to memory, which is a dozen more than most people will learn this year. You will likely memorize that
many verses by simply listening to a few Scripture songs while you get ready for your day.

So, commit with me to planting God’s word in your heart like never before this year, and those seeds
will become living and active in you.
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