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 Daily Theme: The Authority of My servants… 
  D&C Section 1:2 
 

2a. Behold, this is mine authority, and the authority of my servants, and my preface unto the book of my 
commandments, which I have given them to publish unto you, O inhabitants of the earth;  
 

2b. wherefore fear and tremble, O ye people, for what I the Lord have decreed, in them, shall be fulfilled.  
 

2c. And verily, I say unto you, that they who go forth, bearing these tidings unto the inhabitants of the 
earth, to them is power given to seal, both on earth and in heaven, the unbelieving and rebellious;  
 

2d. yea, verily, to seal them up unto the day when the wrath of God shall be poured out upon the wicked 
without measure;  
 

2e. unto the day when the Lord shall come to recompense unto every man according to his work, and 
measure to every man according to the measure which he has measured to his fellow-man. 
 
 

 

 

REGISTRATION:  
Please register at the table 
in the foyer if you haven’t 
already done so on-line.  
This helps us have a count 
for presentations, classes, and for meals.  There 
is NO cost to register (however if you would like 
to purchase a binder with all the pertinent 
information, the cost is $15).  Registration 
begins at the Stone Church starting Sunday, April 
7, 2024 from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and will 
continue daily. 
 

Conference Registration:  To register on-line 
directly, use this link:  
http://eldersconference.org 
 

Once you have registered you will then receive a 
link to access on-line.  
 

 

 

LAYING ON OF HANDS; ADMINISTRATION: 
If you need this ordinance, 
contact any Elder or 
specifically Eric Odida or 
Marlin Guin. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CONFERENCE FINANCIAL GOAL:  
If you will be donating by check, 
please make the check-out to:  
Conference of Restoration Elders 
OR CRE.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  The financial goal of 
the conference and reunion is:  
 

Financial Goal  ..................................  $15,650.00 
Offerings Thus Far  ............................  $     884.49 
Balance To Be Met  ..........................  $14,765.51 
 

 

 

 ATTENDANCE: 
 

 Sunday Evening  ............... 225 
  On-Line Open  ...............   90 
 
 

 
 

 

SANCTUARY:  A consecrated 
place.  Please maintain a sense of 
quiet and reverence when in the 
sanctuary.  Also, NO food or drink 
in the sanctuary, except for 
bottled water. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

http://eldersconference.org/
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MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD:  You must register 
and be credentialed in 
order to have voice 
and vote in the Elder’s 
sessions.  The first 
Elder’s Quorum 
session is Monday, 
April 8, 2024 at 11:00 
a.m.  Please check the 
schedule in the 

conference notebooks as well as at the 
Registration desk for times and locations for all 
meetings.  Pick up your name badge and 
conference notebook at the registration table.  A 
$15.00 donation is helpful to cover the cost of 
the notebooks. 
 

 

 

ON-LINE ACCESS:  www.eldersconference.org 
 

 Access the website 
 Register On-Line 
 Conference Schedule 
 Stone Church Map 
 Public Sessions  
 Women’s Classes 
 Aaronic Quorum Meetings 
 Elders Quorum Meetings 
 Conference Notebook 
 Digital Handouts & Resources 
 

 

 

ELECTRONIC “GADGETS”: 
Please set your phones on silent or 
off when in the building.  Take and 
make calls outside the building. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SEATING: 
Please fill in the seats 
in the main section 
BEFORE filling in the 
seating on the sides 
of the sanctuary. 
 

 

 

RESTROOMS:  The men’s restroom is located on 
the east side hallway 
going toward the Luff 
Auditorium and the 
women’s restroom is 
located on the west side 
of the hallway, also going 

toward the Luff Auditorium.  There is also a 
men’s and women’s room toward the main 
hallway going toward the glass breezeway. 
 

 

 

ELEVATOR:  The elevator is 
located on the west side of 
the foyer as you head toward 
the Luff Auditorium.  Feel 
free to ask Janet who will be 
at the registration table for directions. 
 

 

 

FIRST AID, & AED Defibrillator:  
Check at the Registration Desk 
in the foyer if you have first aid 

needs.  We will 
not have a 
nurse “on duty” but some may 
be available.  A portable AED 
Defibrillator will be there as 

well.  Point of contact for these items is with 
Janet Dickson at the registration table.  You can 
call or text her at (940) 783-7987. 
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DISPLAYS:  Various displays are 
set up in the foyer.  Please take 
time to visit them to see what is 
going on in and around the 
Center Place.  Displays will be up 
all week and removed by Friday, 
April 12, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 ARM:  African Restoration Ministries 
 Children’s Books by:  Beryle Immer 
 Education Council 
 FSM:  Freedom Stewardship Ministries 

 GEM:  Greater European Ministries 

 Joseph Smith III & Israel A. Smith Home 
  Historical Society 

 Kingdom Kids by:  Becky Stayton 

 LAMB:  Latin American Missions Board 

 Old Bookman:  Paul & Dee Ludy 

 Publications Council 
 Restoration Hymn Society, Inc. 
 

 

 

SCHEDULES AND BUILDING 
FLOOR PLAN: 
These items will be posted at the 
registration table in the foyer.  
The schedule is also in Section 1 

of your notebook and the floor plan is on the 
back cover of the notebook. 
 

 

 

TODAY’S LUNCH will be at 
Outreach RB located at  723 S. 
Crysler Ave., Independence. 
(Only 0.06 miles from the 
Stone Church) 
 

Today’s yummy is…soup and sliders as well as 
Salad and/or veggies available.  There will be 
gluten free options as well. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

LOST AND FOUND:  Lost and 
found items can be turned in 
at the Registration Desk in 
the foyer.  If possible, please 
be sure that your items are 
marked with your name so 
that they can be returned to the rightful owner. 
 

 

 

TESTIMONIES FOR TIDINGS OF ZION: 
 

Write your testimonies for the Tidings 
of Zion magazine and send them to:  
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com  

 
 

 

Make sure you stop by the 
Old Bookman book tables 
in the foyer and pick up a 
few good reads! 
 

 

 

BUILDING OPEN & CLOSURE TIMES:  The 
building will be open at 
8:00 a.m. and will be 
closing approximately at 
9:00 p.m. following the 
evening service.  Please 
complete all your 

business by that time, so conference staff can 
close up and get home shortly thereafter. 
 
 

 

 

NAME BADGES:  When 
you leave the conference 
and won’t be returning, 
please leave your plastic 
name badge at the 
registration table.   
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pearl E. Gate 
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WATER BOTTLE FOUNTAIN:  There is a water 
fountain that also fills water 
bottles on the west side in the 
foyer and a traditional water 
fountain on the east side of the 
foyer.  Feel free to bring your 
own water bottles for refilling. 

 
 

 

Just a thought… If you are 
hanging on by a thread, make 
sure it’s the thread of His 
garment. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  On 
Wednesday, April 10th from 
12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., there 
will be a picnic, fellowship, 
and lawn game fun instead of 
the regular daily scheduled 
activities.  The picnic location 
is at Living Hope RB (2425 Crysler Ave., / 
Independence, MO. 64052).  It is only 1.2 miles 
from the Stone Church. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

How to Be More Open to the Holy Spirit in Your Daily Life 
By:  Kile Baker from crosswalk.com 
 

Jesus is easier to talk about than the Holy Spirit. 

Think about it; we have the words, actions, and 

archaeological and historical data to prove that Jesus 

actually existed when the Bible says He did.  We have 

scholars, atheists, agnostics, religious leaders, and pagan 

authorities all commenting on Jesus, including all sorts of 

rebuttals to who He claimed He was.  In contrast, almost no one argues for the historical existence or 

has set out to prove or disprove the existence of the Holy Spirit.  He's like a side character in the most 

important story of all time. 

And yet, in today's world, there is a growing interest among Christians and those desiring a relationship 

with God in understanding the Holy Spirit despite having dramatically less information about Him than 

about Jesus.  Why?  Because the mysteries of God hold a greater allure for most people than what He 

has already unveiled.   
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How to Be More Open to the Holy Spirit in Your Daily Life, Cont’d. 
 

Jesus has given commands, modeled a life of holiness, taken our sins and given us new life, built the 

church, and has become our advocate to the Father.  Jesus also gave us the Holy Spirit, who gives us 

spiritual gifts to use for God's glory, convicts us of sin, convinces us of Jesus' identity, and unites us as 

we seek to live in this world for His glory, among other things. 
But the Spirit's role isn't as clear-cut and understandable in our lives as Jesus' role is.  There's a fair 

amount of confusion, mystery, and even curiosity as we seek to live with God's Spirit. 

Pursuing a life attuned to the Holy Spirit can be transformative for both seekers and believers.  However, 

it can also be a bit perplexing, as there are various ways that the Spirit of God communicates with 

individuals, some of which may be misunderstood.  In this exploration, we delve into practical steps 

grounded in Scripture to guide you on the path of embracing the Divine Advocate, or Holy Spirit, who 

was promised and bestowed upon us by Jesus. 

Inspired, Illuminated, and Irreplaceable 

"All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work." (2 

Timothy 3:16-17) 

This passage underscores the Holy Spirit's profound involvement in the inspiration of Scripture.  The 

term 'breathed out by God' points to the divine origin of the Bible, where the Holy Spirit played a crucial 

role in guiding the authors to put into words God's infallible word with accuracy and authority. 

Scripture reveals most of our knowledge about Jesus, while it also unravels the identity and purpose of 

the Holy Spirit.  As an integral part, the Spirit inspired the Biblical authors to pen the very words of God.  

Although shaped by their culture and era, these writings carry timeless significance.  Despite the vast 

temporal gap between their original composition and our present, the Holy Spirit illuminates Scripture, 

enabling our understanding and acceptance of the Bible.  Simply put, Scripture cannot be fully 

understood and accepted without the Holy Spirit. The Spirit's impact on the reader of Scripture is 

irreplaceable. 

 

 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/how-to-identify-and-effectively-use-your-spiritual-gifts.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/passage/?q=2%20timothy+3:16-17
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/passage/?q=2%20timothy+3:16-17
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Practical step:  Being more open to the Holy Spirit means being more engaged and disciplined in reading 

Scripture.  Just like every relationship requires time, intention, and focus, so does your relationship with 

the Holy Spirit.  When you read the words of Jesus, the Spirit is there with you, confirming Scripture, 

convincing you of who Jesus is, illuminating your understanding, and adding the spiritual component of 

divine revelation you can't get anywhere else. 

Not sure where to start? Read John 14-16 every day this week.  It's just three chapters, will probably 

take you 15 minutes, and you'll see the connection between Jesus and the Spirit. Remember, the Spirit 

is there with you as you read! 

In the Gospels, we see Jesus seeking solitude and silence, especially when faced with significant 

moments of decision or the weight of His ministry.  You and I will never have the weight He did, but we 

will have pivotal moments of hardship, decision-making, and contemplation about what's next. 

Mark 1:35 provides a potent example:  "Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, 

left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed."  This Scripture not only illustrates Jesus 

embracing silence and solitude, but also reflects the importance of these practices in maintaining a life 

open to God's Spirit.  By following Christ's example, we can also create quiet spaces in our lives to hear 

from and be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

There's also a massive implication here:  In a world chattering with endless noise, aggressive marketing, 

constant ads, pernicious emails, and fractured attention, sitting alone to focus and be with God is nothing 

short of a radical act of faith. 

John 16:12-15 illustrates how the Spirit of truth guides us into all truth, speaking what is heard from 

Jesus.  This guidance often requires a quiet listening posture. Solitude in prayer offers a sacred space to 

be without distraction, give God intentional time, and possibly hear something from God Himself. 

Practical step:  Silence and solitude don't equal God saying something supernaturally through God's 

Spirit (how's that for some preacher alliteration?).  It puts us in a place to focus on Him and push 

everything else away, even if only for a few moments.  God gave you a brain, spiritual gifts, wisdom from 

Scripture, life experiences, and the ability to choose what to do in every moment.  What you bring to the 

equation is the willpower and desire to invest intentional time in solitude and silence in order to bring 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/1-35.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+16:12-15
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
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How to Be More Open to the Holy Spirit in Your Daily Life, Cont’d. 
 

all of these together.  Imagine what you can "hear" from God with all He's given you if you just stop for 

even 20 minutes to use all He's given you for His glory. He may say something, He may not.  But what 

will happen is you'll have the space to tune out everything but God to see how He'd like to communicate 

to you. 

Collective Prayer:  The Unity of Spirit 

When we lift our voices together, the Holy Spirit moves amongst us, binding us in unity and purpose in 

Christ.  Jesus Himself said:  "For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them."  (Matthew 

18:20)  The discipline of collective prayer over time with fellow believers can amplify the ability to hear 

and be open to the Holy Spirit's movement.  In fact, it may be one of the most readily available ways to 

not just be open to hearing what God has to say but to accurately respond to God's leading. 

Subjectivity is one of the greatest challenges in being receptive to 

the Holy Spirit in your life. It begs the question: are the thoughts, 

emotions, discernments, or doubts you experience solely from 

within you? God's intention is not to enable our own desires; rather, 

He desires to guide us in recognizing, embracing, and acting upon 

His ways. Furthermore, God's work extends beyond the influence of 

just one person; His interests are not fragmented. His plans are cohesive, carried out through the 

collaboration of numerous individuals, rather than relying on any solitary figure — including you. 

This means that collaborative prayer and seeking God's will with others is a powerful way to become 

more open to the Holy Spirit's influence in your life. Prayer is powerful, and the same prayers and seeking 

by multiple people to discover and discern God's will together are even more powerful. 

Practical step:  It's easy to pray alone. You can pray anywhere at any time without anyone else.  But 

prayer with others is incredibly powerful.  This week, try to pray more with people than by yourself.  Ask 

your spouse, kids, boyfriend or girlfriend, parents, co-workers, or anyone near you to join you in prayer. 

People rarely say no to prayer, especially if you're praying for them! 

Seeking Discernment:  Testing Every Spirit 

In the pursuit of truth and openness to the Holy Spirit, it's crucial to seek discernment in just what people 

teach regarding Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and theology in general. In 1 John 4:1-6, we are taught to "not  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/18-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/18-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/passage/?q=1%20john+4:1-6
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believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God..." This is not about demons or 

unclean spirits, but rather  

Seeking Discernment:  Testing Every Spirit 

about false teachers who point people away from God with their teachings. There are a lot of teachings 

about God in the world, and a lot out there about the Holy Spirit specifically — but many teachings 

contradict one another and Scripture. We must learn to test what is from people and what is from God. 

In this testing, through prayer and reading of Scripture, we ensure our openness aligns with God's will. 

Practical step: We must understand that truth comes from the Holy Spirit as He continually points us 

back to Jesus through Scripture. Anything that contradicts Scripture contradicts the Holy Spirit and Jesus. 

The first way to test is simply to ask: "Is this found in scripture somewhere?" Test everything against 

Scripture first, even if you think it's from God. Satan knows Scripture better than you and I, and he's used 

it before to confuse believers into moving away from God. Secondly, 

don't be too hasty to believe. A healthy amount of skepticism will 

keep you from believing the wrong things. Lastly, seek the wisdom 

and prayer of other believers you trust. The easiest way to open 

yourself up to the influence of Satan rather than the Holy Spirit is to 

go through most of your spiritual life alone. Silence and solitude are 

great, but they're not the only way we are to seek God. God made us for community, and a great 

Christian community will reinforce the truths of God and shield people from the lies and confusion of 

Satan. 

The Eternal Dance of Spirit and Soul 

As we embark upon our daily lives with these practices at the forefront of our interactions with the 

world, may we become increasingly attuned to the Holy Spirit's movement in our midst. May we never 

forget that our deepest desires are rooted in the Spirit's guiding and shaping of our soul to become more 

like Jesus Christ. May we always remember that this is an eternal dance, a continual surrender to the  

Let us purposefully internalize Scripture, embracing moments of solitude and silence. Let us come 

together in collective prayer with fellow believers and let us be discerning in recognizing the voice of the 

Holy Spirit. God has spoken to us not just in occasional whispers but in numerous profound ways. 
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